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August 21, 2023 

 

Louisiana Department of Natural Resources 
Office of Conservation  

Engineering Administrative Division 

617 North Third Street, Room 927 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

Attn.: Ms. Carrie Wiebelt, Director of Engineering 

 

 
 

Re: bp Comments for Venting and Flaring of Natural Gas (LAC43:XIX.103, 3503, 

3507, 3509, 3511) 
 

Dear Ms. Wiebelt, 

 
BPX Operating Company (“bpx”) appreciates the continued effort of the Louisiana 

Office of Conservation to solicit technical feedback from interested stakeholders to 

identify, assess, and recommend opportunities and best practices to reduce venting 

and flaring in Louisiana. 
 

Louisiana continues to build upon its long history of industry innovation and 

leadership, and we applaud the state’s effort to identify opportunities to address 
methane emissions, as outlined by the state’s 2022 Climate Action Plan. Most 

notably, we support the state’s effort to eliminate the routine flaring of natural gas. 

In our own US onshore operations, we are aiming to eliminate routine flaring by 
2025.1  

 

As the Office of Conservation enters the final phases of rulemaking, we submit the 

following for consideration: 
 

• In Section 3507.A., bpx requests the following changes: 

  
“The venting of natural gas from any well producing in the state of Louisiana 

is hereby expressly prohibited except in those instances where permissible 

routine flaring as specified in §3507.B is not an economical or safe 

alternative or those instances which are included as exceptions under 
§3509.” 

 

 

 
1 https://www.bp.com/en_us/united-states/home/news/features-and-highlights/bp-aims-for-zero-routine-flaring-in-us-
onshore-operations-by-2025.html  
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• In Section 3507.D., bpx requests the following changes: 

 
“Any permissible flares allowed under this Subpart must be placed a sufficient 

distance from wells, storage tanks, and any other significant structures or 

objects so that the flare does not create a safety hazard.” 
 

• In Section 3507.E, bpx requests the following changes:  

 
“Any permissible venting or flaring allowed under this Subpart, except in those 

instances which are included as exceptions under §3509, shall be reported, 

including measured or estimated volumes of each, on the monthly OGP and 

R5D.” 
 

• In Section 3509.A.3, bpx requests the following changes:  

  
“venting or flaring during drilling, completion, and hydraulic fracturing 

operations, and during workover or intervention operations.” 

 
• Section 3511.A (Violations), bpx requests the following changes:  

 

“However any venting or flaring which contradicts the spirit or intent of this 
Statewide Order shall be a violation…” 

 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide further technical comments and look 
forward to working with the Office of Conservation and all stakeholders to address 

venting and flaring in Louisiana. 

 
Respectfully, 

 

 

 
Craig McMillin 

Vice President of HSE and Carbon 

 
 



 

 

COMMENTS ON THE OFFICE OF CONSERVATION'S NOTICE OF INTENT TO 

AMEND LAC 43:XIX, Subparts 1 and 15. 

 Environmental Defense Fund (“EDF”) by and through the undersigned, greatly 

appreciates the opportunity to submit the following comment on the Louisiana Department of 

Natural Resources ("the Department"), Office of Conservation's notice of intent to amend LAC 

43:XIX, Subparts 1 and 15.  We submitted comments on the Department's draft proposed 

regulatory amendment to LAC 43:XIX. Subpart.I. Chapter 35 ("Potpourri") published on March 

20, 2023. We incorporate those comments here.  

 EDF is a membership organization with more than 3 million members and activists 

worldwide and in the state of Louisiana, many of whom are deeply concerned about waste and 

pollution from oil and natural gas development and operations. EDF brings a strong commitment 

to sound science, collaboration, and market-based solutions to our most pressing environmental 

and public health challenges. 

I. Introduction 

 EDF supports the amendments to LAC 43:XIX, Subparts 1 and 15 as they represent a 

considerable improvement over the status quo and will lead to a reduction in wasted natural gas 

and methane emissions from Louisiana's production facilities.  In 2019, Louisiana oil and gas 

producers wasted approximately 5.2 billion cubic feet of methane through venting and flaring 

alone-that iss $16 million of natural gas.  That is enough wasted gas to supply all the households 
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in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half.  Per our analysis, the proposed prohibition on routine 

flaring will apply to approximately 94% of the natural gas produced from oil wells in the state1 

and will prevent the release to the atmosphere of between 218,000 and 364,000 metric tons of 

CO2e annually (100-year and 20-year GWPs, respectively).2  The extension of the prohibition on 

venting to horizontal wells applies to 4,553 horizontal wells, excluding stripper wells, that are 

currently not regulated.3 Horizontally drilled wells comprise the vast majority of new wells being 

permitted in the state, and thus the removal of the horizontal well exemption will extend critical 

protections to the majority of new wells going forward.4 These, as well as other proposed 

improvements discussed below, represent a significant improvement over the status quo and will 

reduce waste associated with venting and flaring. 

 While the rule stops short of implementing a complete ban on routine flaring from all oil 

wells in Louisiana—something other states have done and an outcome EDF believes is lawful 

and feasible for Louisiana—there is much to like in the current proposal.  We particularly 

support the following provisions, all of which are new: 

 
1 EDF analysis based on 2019 data.  Oil well here refers to any well that produces some amount of hydrocarbon 
liquids.  Per our analysis oil wells produced gas 404,340,000 MCF of natural gas in 2019.  The proposed prohibition 
on flaring applies to 2,960 oil wells responsible for 379,400,000 MCF of produced natural gas.  
2 EDF used reported 2019 flaring data for the Haynesville play in TX (available at the well level in Enverus Prism) 
in order to estimate the proportion of flaring at wells of various trajectories and production levels (i.e., stripper, 
GOR, vertical, horizontal). After comparing production profiles between TX and LA, EDF determined the 
Haynesville to be the closest comparative producing region to LA as a whole. EDF used the Haynesville play as a 
proxy for well-level flaring data in LA to estimate that 71% of flaring occurs at wells under the proposed ban on 
routine flaring. An additional 11% of flaring is estimated to occur at vertical wells with a GOR<2000/1, and another 
18% is estimated to occur at wells that would fall under a ban on routine flaring aside from their stripper status. EDF 
used these categorical proportions to disaggregate the reported 5.056 bcf (EIA, LDNR) of flared gas in LA in 2019 
by well type, and estimated CO2 emissions from flaring using a 95% flare efficiency. 
3 EDF analysis based on 2019 production and trajectory data obtained from Enverus.   
4 EDF review of Enverus data regarding the type of wells permitted and spud over the last decade.  There has been a 
steady increase in the percent of horizontal or directional wells permitted, with horizontal or directional wells 
comprising over half of the permitted wells since 2017.  Similarly, horizontal or directional wells comprised 
between 60% of the wells spud in 2016.  This percentage increased to more than 80% of the wells spud in 2023. See 
Figure 1, below. 
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•  A requirement that with their application for a permit to drill, oil and gas 

operators certify that they will either route  100% of their produced gas to sales 

or, if not, represent how they will manage their gas.   As discussed further below, 

in a situation where an operator cannot certify that 100% of their produced gas 

will be routed to sales, we support the proposal’s options to either shut-in or 

submit a gas capture plan that ensures the gas is beneficially used, but not the 

option that allows an operator to “evaluate if [the] well is [a] candidate for flaring 

based on economic hardship.”5    

•  The new prohibition on routine flaring.  

•  The removal of the horizontal well exemption from the current prohibition 

on venting. 

•   The narrowing of the availability of the economic hardship exemption and 

the addition of new informational requirements to justify the exemption. 

•  New monthly reporting requirements for venting and flaring.  

II. Comments on Key Substantive Provisions 

 A. Subpart 1, Ch. 1, Section 103: Gas capture plans.   

 Overall, EDF supports the newly proposed Section 103 to Chapter 1 of Part XIX.  This 

section adds a new requirement to operators applying for a permit to drill.  Per the newly 

proposed Section 103, at the time of application to drill all operators must certify either that they 

"will be able to connect the well to a natural gas gathering system in the general area with 

sufficient capacity to transport one hundred percent of the volume of natural gas the operator 

 
5 LAC 43:XIX. § A.3. 
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anticipates the well will produce"6 or that they will not be able to make such a connection.7 

Operators that cannot make this certification must either shut-in the well until the operator can 

make such a certification, "evaluate if the well is a candidate for flaring based on economic 

hardship" or "provide a gas capture plan that evaluates and selects one or more beneficial uses 

until a gas gathering system is available."8  Beneficial uses cannot result in venting or flaring.9 

 There is no reason an operator should ever routinely flare during normal oil production 

from a new well.   As set forth in our prior comments, prudent operators can plan where and 

when to drill, complete, and begin production at new wells.  Such planning, which may involve 

coordination with midstream and/or other upstream operators, can ensure that an operator can 

connect new wells to a "gathering system...with sufficient capacity to transport one hundred 

percent of the volume of natural gas the operator anticipates the well will produce..." as required 

by proposed Section 103.A.3.  The draft rule acknowledges this reality by including a 

certification of adequate takeaway capacity provision.10  We agree that operators who cannot 

make this certification must either shut in the well or employ an alternative method to capture 

and put to beneficial use, rather than vent or flare, associated natural gas.11  As our prior 

comments demonstrated, a suite of economic and technically feasible alternatives exist to 

venting or flaring.  Shutting in a well is one such option, and an option that in the opinion of 

Tom Alexander, a former Vice President of Southwestern Energy, will not harm the reservoir.12 

As the draft rule acknowledges, other options include using the produced gas for field use or 

 
6 LAC 43:XIX.§103.A.3.a. 
7 LAC 43:XIX.§103.A.3.b. 
8 Id. at §103.A.3.b. 
9 Id. at §103.A.3.b.iii.(a)-(d). None of the enumerated beneficial uses in iii.(a)-(c) should result in venting or flaring 
and the catch-all provision in (d) prohibits venting or flaring from "other alternative beneficial uses." 
10 Id. at § 103.A.3.a.   
11 Id. at § 103.A.3.b.i., iii.   
12 Export Report of Thomas Michael Alexander, Alexander Engineering at 3 (hereinafter "Alexander Report"), 
submitted with EDF comments on Potpourri.     
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power generation for alternative uses.13  As our prior comments discussed, these and other 

alternative beneficial uses are cost effective and feasible—especially for new wells where 

operators are in complete control of where and when to drill and bring new wells online. 

 The rule allows for the possibility that an operator will not have adequate takeaway 

capacity for a limited period of time and allows an operator to employ alternative means to 

utilize associated gas provided such means do not result in venting or flaring. Specifically, 

operators who cannot certify that they will connect to a gathering system with adequate takeaway 

capacity may provide “a gas capture plan that evaluates or selects one of more beneficial uses 

until a natural gas gathering system is available...” (emphasis added).14  We agree that 

operators can and should be able to connect to a gathering system prior to production and thus 

that reliance on abatement options other than sending associated gas to sales are applicable only 

in limited instances when adequate takeaway capacity is temporarily unavailable.   Situations 

that could give rise to a short-term unavailability of an otherwise available gathering system 

could include temporary downtime of the gathering line due to maintenance or temporary line 

capacity constraints.15   

 We do not believe the provision in proposed Section 103 A.3.b.ii., allowing an operator 

to “evaluate if well is candidate for flaring based on economic hardship per Section 3507.B...”16  

is necessary nor consistent with the Department’s mandate to minimize waste.  La. Stat. tit. 30 

Section 3(16)(b) defines waste as including “producing of an oil or gas well in a manner causing, 

or tending to cause, unnecessary or excessive surface loss or destruction of oil or gas.”  

(emphasis added).  For the reasons set forth above and in our prior comments, routine flaring is 

 
13 LAC 43:XIX § A.3.b.i.iii. 
14 Id. at § A.3.b.ii. 
15 Alexander Report at 4; EDF Comments on Potpourri at 13-14. 
16 LAC 43:XIX § A.3.b.i.ii. 
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never justified from a new well.17 Operators can and should properly plan and coordinate, as 

necessary, with midstream operators, to ensure adequate takeaway capacity at the onset of 

production.  Such planning is wholly within the control of operators.  In those rare situations 

when an otherwise available gathering line becomes temporarily unavailable, the draft rule 

allows an operator to provide a gas capture plan to the Department that evaluates or selects the 

use of one or more beneficial uses for the gas.  This alternative provides upstream operators with 

a pathway to begin production absent the availability of a gas gathering line on a temporary 

basis. Such operators can use the associated gas onsite, convert the gas to compressed natural 

gas, inject or reinject the gas, use it for electrical generation, or another beneficial use that does 

not result in venting or flaring.  At least one of these options will be economically feasible for 

operators of new wells since new wells are at their peak of production, and thus revenue 

potential is maximized. As discussed in our prior comments, “CNG trucking is a “portable, 

scalable and low or negative cost” approach to gas capture.18 CNG trucking is particularly 

economical where operators can pool gas production from multiple well pads.19  For particularly 

high producing wells CNG trucking will constitute a net benefit for operators.20  Utilizing gas for 

onsite use can also result in net savings to operators.  Analysis prepared by Rystad Energy 

estimates that, on average, on-site use of gas nets a profit of $8.60/mcf.21  Additionally, operators 

can shut in the well until adequate takeaway capacity is regained. The expert report of Tom 

Alexander notes that not only is shutting in wells not harmful to production but in some instances 

it can enhance the performance of the well.22  We anticipate the Department granting very few 

 
17 EDF Comments on Potpourri at 13-14. 
18 EDF Comments on Potpourri at 16. 
19 Id.  
20 Id. 
21 Id. at 18.  
22 Alexander Report at 4. 
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exceptions pursuant to this provision in light of the availability of economic and feasible options 

for capturing and either selling, injecting or beneficially using produced natural gas. 

 We respectfully request the Department review the need for Section 103 A.3.b.ii in the 

future based on the number of economic hardship requests the Department receives and grants.  

This review could be part of a larger review of Chapters 1 and 35 of Part XIX, as we discuss 

below.  

 We recommend a clarifying change to proposed Section 103 A.3.b.iii.  This provision 

allows an operator who cannot certify connection to a gathering system to submit a gas capture 

plan “that evaluates or selects” one or more beneficial uses.  We believe the intent of the gas 

capture plan requirement is to ensure that operators who cannot certify adequate takeaway 

capacity have an alternative plan to capture and put to beneficial use produced associated gas.  

As such, we suggest replacing the “or” in “evaluates or selects” with “and.” Thus, operators 

submitting a gas capture plan would be required to “evaluate and select” a beneficial use for the 

produced associated gas that does not result in waste.  

 B. Subpart 15, Ch. 35.  Prohibition on Venting 

 Current Conservation rules prohibit “venting of natural gas from any well producing in 

the state” unless the district manager grants an economic hardship exception.  In addition, 

operators may vent due to “unavoidable situations.”23  Operators of horizontal wells and wells in 

recognized stripper well areas (“stripper wells”) are exempt.24  

 The proposed amendments to Section 3507 and Section 3509 alter the current framework 

applicable to venting from oil and gas wells.  First, the proposed amendments remove the 

economic hardship exception and the horizontal well exemption.  The amendments only allow 

 
23 LAC 43:XIX § 3511.  
24 Id. at § 3509. 
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for venting where “permissible flaring” is neither economical nor safe.  Unlike the Potpourri, the 

amendments do not apply to preproduction activities.   

 We support the proposed expansion of the prohibition on venting to horizontal wells.  As 

our prior comments set forth, venting is a particularly pernicious practice that emits methane—a 

powerful climate-forcer responsible for at least 25% of current warming today.25  Leading states 

such as Colorado and New Mexico, as well as EPA, prohibit venting other than where necessary 

for safety or during temporally limited and specifically enumerated instances.26   

 We reiterate our support for a limited exception for venting where necessary for safety.  

We do not support the exception for venting where permissible flaring is not economical. 

Leading states do not have a similar exception and EPA has proposed to prohibit all venting 

other than where necessary for safety.27  New Mexico prohibits venting other than “when flaring 

is technically infeasible or would pose a risk to safe operations or personnel safety, and venting 

is a safer alternative to flaring.”28  Colorado similarly only allows for venting during production 

during certain temporally limited exceptions such as during maintenance activities, bradenhead 

monitoring, and upset conditions.29  As New Mexico recognizes there may be technical reasons 

that can prevent an operator from flaring, such as low-pressure or low volume gas that is 

insufficient to power a flare or combustor continuously without the assistance of supplemental 

fuel.30  We are not aware of any similar constraints that would justify venting rather than flaring 

based on economic considerations—particularly in light of the exemption for stripper wells.  

Indeed, the expert report of Tom Alexander submitted with our prior comments notes only three 

 
25  IEA, Methane and Climate Change, https://www.iea.org/reports/global-methane-tracker-2022/methane-and-
climate-change. 
26 87 Fed. Reg. 74,702 (Dec. 6, 2022); 2 Colo. Code Regs. § 404-1-903.d; N.M. Code R. § 19.15.27.8. 
27 87 Fed. Reg. 74,702 (Dec. 6, 2022). 
28 N.M.A.C. § 19.15.27.8.A.   
29 2 Colo. Code Regs. § 404-1-903.d.1. 
30 N.M.A.C. § 19.15.27.8.D.(4).   



 
 

9 

instances where venting is ever necessary: during upset conditions, during bradenhead 

monitoring, and during packer leakage testing.31  Accordingly, in the future, we respectfully 

request the Department review, and consider revising through a new rulemaking action, Section 

3507.A. in so far as it allows operators to vent where “permissible flaring” is not economical.  

We further request the Department clarify what is meant by “economical” in Section 3507.A. 

since this term is not defined and it is not clear if “economical” means something other than 

demonstrating an “economic hardship” as defined in Section 3507.B.   

 Consistent with our comments on the Potpourri, we also request the Department re-

examine the exemption for preproduction activities in the future.  While EPA regulates 

completions, leading states such as New Mexico and Colorado have adopted even more 

protective requirements for completions.  Such states also regulate drilling.  As part of a future 

review of its rules, we urge the Department to review, and consider removing through a new 

rulemaking action, the exemption for “drilling, completion, and hydraulic fracturing operations” 

in proposed Section 3509.A.3., and in so doing, consider adopting rules consistent with those 

contained in the Potpourri for these activities.  

 C. Subpart 15, Ch.35.  Prohibition and Definition of Routine Flaring.   

 We support the amendments to Subpart 15, Ch. 35 that propose to eliminate routine 

flaring at wells with a gas/oil ratio > 2000/1 and horizontal wells with a gas/oil ratio < 2001/1.   

Current Louisiana rules do not contain any prohibition on routine flaring.  Adding a restriction 

on routine flaring is an important step towards reducing “unnecessary or excessive destruction of 

gas,” as required by La. Stat. tit. 30 Section 2 and 3(16)(b).  As our prior comments 

demonstrated, routine flaring is never justified as there are myriad options available to operators 

 
31 Alexander Report at 6.  
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to capture and either use, sell, store, or reinject associated gas. Routine flaring is thus both 

“unnecessary” and “excessive.”  The actions of other leading states who have banned routine 

flaring, including Colorado, New Mexico and Alaska, and policies of numerous leading 

producers, are in accord.32 The draft rule therefore closes an important gap with respect to 

routine flaring.  Per our analysis, the proposed prohibitions on routine flaring from covered wells 

applies to approximately 94% of the natural gas produced from oil wells in 2019, accounting for 

the exemption for stripper wells in Section 3509.A.2.  Moreover, horizontally drilled wells 

account for the majority of applications to drill new wells in the state.  The prohibition against 

routine flaring from horizontal wells, combined with the new certification and gas capture 

requirements in Section 103 will ensure that future wells do not unnecessarily contribute climate-

altering, harmful and wasteful emissions to the atmosphere. EDF estimates that prohibiting 

routine flaring at covered wells (i.e., non-stripper horizontal wells, as well as non-stripper 

vertical wells with a GOR>2000/1) will prevent between 218,000 and 364,000 metric tons of 

CO2e annually (100-year and 20-year GWPs, respectively).33  Prohibiting routine flaring from 

these wells would prevent the waste of natural gas valued at $10,840,00034 annually and is 

equivalent to preventing the emissions from more than 975,000 passenger vehicles being driven 

for a year. 

 While we support the proposed prohibitions on routine flaring, we recommend the 

Department revisit the GOR thresholds in the future.  As we noted in our prior comments, the 

Governor’s Climate Action Plan recommended the Department “enact methane waste rules in 

 
32 EDF Comments on Potpourri, 10-11.  
33 EDF analysis, supra note 2.  
34 Value calculated using Henry Hub price for 2019, which is $2.90 per MMBtu (2022 dollars). 
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line with rules of other states.”35  While a significant improvement over current regulations, the 

draft rules fall short when compared to leading rules adopted by Colorado and New Mexico.  

These states have successfully implemented a wholesale ban on routine flaring from all wells, 

regardless of the amount of gas produced, or the ratio of gas to oil.   According to the EIA, 

Colorado is the fifth largest oil producer in the U.S. and New Mexico is the second largest 

producer of oil.36  If operators in New Mexico and Colorado can capture and put their natural gas 

to beneficial use than so can Louisiana operators, especially those operators of non-stripper wells 

who nevertheless produce associated gas and are exempt from the proposed prohibition on 

routine flaring due to the proposed GOR thresholds.  Going forward, the Department will have 

records on the amount of gas and oil produced by operators subject to the proposed ban on 

routine flaring and venting.  We respectfully request the Department review, and consider 

revising through a new rulemaking action, the rule in two years to determine if the GOR 

thresholds are in line with the statutory mandate to minimize waste by prohibiting the drilling or 

producing of an oil well in a manner causing, or tending to cause, unnecessary or excessive 

destruction of gas.37  

 C. Narrowing of Availability of Economic Hardship Exception 

 The proposal retains an exception for economic hardship from the current rule, yet moves 

this exception from Section 3507.A (prohibition on venting) to Section 3507.B. (prohibition on 

routine flaring).  Additionally, the proposal limits the availability of this exception in two ways.  

First, in Section 3507.B. the proposal limits the applicability of the economic hardship exception 

to operators who demonstrate “that the current market value, at the point of delivery, of the gas 

 
35 State of Louisiana, Climate Action Plan (Feb. 2022), https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/docs/CCI-Task-
force/CAP/Climate_Action_Plan_FINAL_3.pdf, p.68. 
36 US Energy Information Adminstration, https://www.eia.gov/state.  
37 LSA-R.S. § 30:3(16)(b). 

https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/docs/CCI-Task-force/CAP/Climate_Action_Plan_FINAL_3.pdf
https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/docs/CCI-Task-force/CAP/Climate_Action_Plan_FINAL_3.pdf
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proposed to be flared exceeds the cost involved in making such gas available to a market, or 

where revenue from a beneficial use identified in § 103.A.3.b.I-IV exceeds the cost in 

implementing the same.” The second part of this demonstration, namely the requirement that 

operators seeking this exception must demonstrate that the revenue from a beneficial use exceeds 

the cost of implementing a beneficial use, is a new addition to the economic hardship exception 

demonstration.  Second, the amendments propose specific informational requirements operators 

must submit to the district manager as support for the exception request.   

 As a general policy matter, we do not support broad exceptions to associated gas capture 

requirements based on economics.  This is particularly true in those instances, such as here, 

where the capture requirements apply to a limited subset of wells in a state.  As set forth in our 

prior comments, and reflected in rules promulgated by Colorado and New Mexico, operators 

have available a suite of economically viable options to capture and sell, put to beneficial use, or 

inject and store, natural gas.  Routine flaring, as proposed to be defined by the Department, is 

unnecessary and wasteful. As set forth above, operators of new wells can plan to ensure adequate 

takeaway capacity.  And, if a gathering system becomes unavailable for reasons outside of the 

producer’s control, operators can employ methods or technologies to limit any necessary flaring 

to a temporary method of managing gas and avoid prolonged, routine flaring.38  Such methods 

include: 

• Temporarily shutting in wells until the gathering system becomes available. Per 

the expert opinion of Thomas Alexander, shutting in wells does not harm well 

productivity and in some cases, may enhance well performance. Moreover, 

 
38 EDF Comments on Potpourri, 14-19. 



 
 

13 

temporary shut ins do not destroy, but rather merely delay, royalty payments since 

shut ins do not permanently end production.39 

• Converting the associated gas to compressed natural gas (CNG) and trucking the 

CNG to gas processing plants.  

• Utilizing associated gas for onsite use. 

While we do not believe the economic hardship exception is necessary or appropriate, we 

support the Department’s amendments to the exception that require operators to evaluate other 

options for utilizing associated gas than simply sending it to a sales line.   

 We also appreciate the additional information requirements the Department proposes to 

include in an operator’s demonstration of economic hardship. Current rules do not specify what, 

if any, information an operator seeking an economic hardship exception from the current 

prohibition on venting must provide.  The current proposal requires operators seeking the 

exception to provide the following information to substantiate the request: relevant well 

information; a statement of need; economic justification; evaluation of alternative beneficial use 

per § 103.A.3.b.I-IV; rate; and length of time.  While we suggest some minor clarifications to 

these informational requirements below, we support the addition of clear, specific information 

upon which the district manager can assess the legitimacy of an exception request.  Clear criteria 

are also helpful to the public who have an interest in understanding the factors the district 

managers will weigh when considering when determining whether to approve of an exception 

request. 

 We suggest a few minor clarifying revisions to the information requirements proposed in 

3507.B. and 3507.B.1-5.  First, as discussed above the Department Proposes to require operators 

 
39 New Mexico Methane Advisory Panel Report (2019), at 159, available at https://www.env.nm.gov/wp-
content/uploads/sites/15/2019/08/MAP-Technical-Report-December-19-2019-FINAL.pdf.  



 
 

14 

demonstrate that “revenue from a beneficial use identified in § 103.A.3.b.I-IV exceeds the cost in 

implementing the same.”  We suggest revising this sentence to state “revenue or economic 

benefit from a beneficial use identified in § 103.A.3.b.I-IV exceeds the cost in implementing the 

same.”  Certain beneficial uses, such as use of associated gas to replace purchased fuel for onsite 

use, power generation for alternative use, and injection for storage and future use, may not result 

in increased revenue for the operator from the beneficial use but may deliver an economic 

benefit to the operator.  

 Second, we believe the citation to Section 103 in proposed B.3. is incorrect.  We believe 

the proper citation is to § 103.A.3.b.iii.(a)-(d) as this is the provision that lists allowable 

beneficial uses of gas in the absence of a connection to a gathering system. The draft rule cites to 

§ 103.A.3.b.I-IV, which does not exist. 

 Third, we suggest clarifications to 3507.B.4 and 5.  As proposed, the informational 

requirement in B.4. applies to “rate.”  We assume this refers to rate of production of oil and gas 

for the well(s) for which an operator seeks an exception, however we suggest clarifying the 

language to be more explicit.   

 Fourth, the informational requirement in B.5. applies to “length of time.” It is unclear if 

this is meant to refer to the length of time for which an operator seeks an exception or the length 

of time that the well for which the exception is requested has been producing.  Clarifying 

language would be helpful to provide clear instructions for operators and transparency regarding 

the intent of the informational requirements for the public. We suggest that exceptions be granted 

for limited periods of time—two years or less—as the availability and costs of capture methods 

and technologies can change considerably over time.  

E. Sections 3507 and 3509.  Regulation of Horizontally Drilled Wells 
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 We support the proposed removal of the exemption in current Section 3509 for horizontal 

wells.  The current rules, which only apply to venting, do not apply to horizontally drilled wells.  

In 2019, there were 4,553 horizontal wells, excluding stripper wells, in the state, responsible for 

the production of 2,841 bcf  of natural gas. Excluding gas-only horizontal wells, gas production 

from horizontal non-stripper oil wells accounts for 80% of all associated gas production and 9% 

of total gas production. Operators of these wells are not required to conserve, let alone combust 

or flare, this natural gas.  Unfortunately, data on the amount of gas that such wells currently 

waste—either through venting or flaring—is not available as the Department does not require 

operators to report vented or flared volumes on the well level.  Thus, we do not have reliable 

ways to estimate the waste, or methane or other pollutant emissions, from currently exempt 

horizontal wells.  Nevertheless, given the number of such wells in the state, and the amount of 

gas produced by such wells, we view the removal of the exemption for horizontal wells as an 

important protection offered by the amendments. 

 In addition, in recent years there has been a steady uptick in applications for permits to 

drill, and spudding of, horizontal wells.40   

Figure 1.  Spuds and Permits by Well Type41 
 

Spud 
Year Vertical Horizontal/Directional 

2023 13% 80% 
2022 19% 77% 
2021 16% 78% 
2020 19% 77% 
2019 28% 64% 
2018 32% 61% 
2017 27% 66% 
2016 35% 60% 

 
 

40 EDF analysis based on information obtained in Enverus.  
41 Information for calendar year 2023 is incomplete.  
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Permit 
Approved 
Year VERTICAL HORIZONTAL/DIRECTIONAL Total 

2023 28% 71% 344 
2022 24% 75% 855 
2021 25% 74% 609 
2020 24% 75% 494 
2019 38% 61% 725 
2018 37% 62% 876 
2017 37% 62% 909 

 

The extension of the prohibition on venting in current Section 3507 to horizontally drilled wells 

combined with the prohibition on flaring in proposed Section 3507.B and takeaway capacity 

certification requirement in proposed Section 103 will help ensure that gas is conserved by the 

majority of newly drilled wells in the state going forward.  This is also a critical improvement 

over the status quo.  

F. Section 3511. Exemption for "Unavoidable Situations." 

 Current rules allow venting due to "unavoidable situations."  This term is not defined in 

current rules nor in the proposed amendments.  The proposed amendments extend this exemption 

to flaring.42   

 We urge the Department to clarify the meaning of "unavoidable situations" by defining 

this term.  Neither current rules nor proposed amendments define this term.  Webster's dictionary 

defines unavoidable as "impossible to avoid or evade."  Thus, circumstances that are outside the 

reasonable control of an upstream operator, such as temporary loss of a gathering system due to 

unforeseeable downstream maintenance or equipment failures, constitute "unavoidable 

situations."  The draft rule contained in the Potpourri contained an exception for "upset 

conditions" defined as  "a sudden unavoidable failure, breakdown, event, or malfunction, beyond 

 
42 Proposed Section 3511.A. 
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the reasonable control of the Operator, of any equipment or process that results in abnormal 

operations and requires correction but does not include an event arising from or related to an 

operator's negligence, failure to install appropriate equipment, or failure to perform scheduled 

maintenance." We believe this addresses the same types of circumstances as the Department's 

"unavoidable situations" exception yet provides significantly greater clarity as to what types of 

events are covered by the exception.  We recommend the Department clarify Section 3511.A. by 

defining "unavoidable situations" as "a sudden unavoidable failure, breakdown, event, or 

malfunction, beyond the reasonable control of the Operator, of any equipment or process that 

results in abnormal operations and requires correction but does not include an event arising from 

or related to an operator's negligence, failure to install appropriate equipment, or failure to 

perform scheduled maintenance."   

 Current Department rules do not require operators report the amount of vented gas lost 

during "unavoidable situations." We recommend the Department clarify that Section 3507.E., 

requiring "permissible venting or flaring" include venting or flaring resulting from "unavoidable 

situations."  Operators that vent due to "unavoidable situations" are not out of compliance with 

the prohibition on venting in Section 3507.A. since Section 3511 permits venting during 

"unavoidable situations." Thus, venting during an "unavoidable situation" is "permissible 

venting."  Tracking the amount of venting that occurs during "unavoidable situations"  will help 

the Department and the public track the amount of waste occurring in Louisiana due to this 

exception while also ensuring that operators are not impermissibly venting or flaring due to 

events that are well within their control, and thus clearly avoidable.  

G. Reporting requirements 
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 We support and appreciate the Department's proposed requirement that operators report 

"permissible venting or flaring."43  We suggest the Department clarify what constitutes 

"permissible venting or flaring" since this term is not defined and the term is not clear on its face.  

For example, since the rules do not prohibit venting or flaring at certain wells, e.g., stripper 

wells, is venting or flaring at such wells "permissible."?  Or, does the reporting requirement only 

apply to venting or flaring that occurs due to one of the exceptions contained in Section 3507 

(e.g., venting due to safety or routine flaring due to economic hardship)?  

 We encourage the Department to require operators report all flared and vented volumes, 

regardless of whether such activities occur at exempt wells, during exempt activities such as 

preproduction activities, or subject to exceptions, such as "unavoidable situations."  Doing so 

will ensure the state, and the public, knows how much waste is actually occuring from oil and 

gas wells in the state.  Such information is important in order to ensure the Department is 

carrying out its mandate to minimize waste and important to ensuring compliance with the rules.  

Such information can also help inform future rule revisions, whether required to ensure 

consistency with federal requirements such as the upcoming EPA emission guidelines for 

existing oil and gas sources, or to ensure consistency with Louisiana law and policy priorities.  

III. Conclusion 

 We greatly appreciate the Department's consideration of our comments on much needed 

amendments to LAC 43:XIX, Subparts 1 and 15.  We look forward to the Department's 

expeditious promulgation and implementation of the amendments which will prohibit routine 

flaring at sites responsible for an estimated 71% of flaring, reducing emissions by approximately 

 
43 Proposed Section 3507.E.  
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364,000 metric tons of CO2e annually, equivalent to preventing the emissions from more than 

975,000 passenger vehicles being driven for a year.44 

    Respectfully submitted,  

 

      Elizabeth Lieberknecht 
      Regulatory and Legislative Manager, Midcontinent 
      Environmental Defense Fund 
 
      Elizabeth Paranhos 
      deLone Law, Inc 
  
      Liz Russell 
      State Director, Louisiana 
      Environmental Defense Fund 
 
 

 

 

 
44 EDF analysis assuming a 20-year GWP.  
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8/21/2023 

 
By Email  
 
To: Office of Conservation  

Engineering Administrative Division 
Attn: Carrie Wiebelt 
P.O. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9285 

 

RE: Attention: Venting and Flaring of Natural Gas 
 
Dear Ms. Wiebelt,  
 
Louisiana Mid-Continent Oil and Gas Association (LMOGA) is a state trade association 

representing all oil and natural gas industry sectors in Louisiana and the Gulf of Mexico. Our 

members provide safe, affordable, reliable energy products that make modern life possible and 

meet the demands of a global economy. LMOGA appreciates the Louisiana Department of Natural 

Resources (LDNR) engaging stakeholders in formal rulemaking to foster a collaborative 

environment that encourages constructive dialogue. 

 

LMOGA is interested in the Department of Natural Resources, Office of Conservation notice of 

intent to amend LAC 43:XIX and Subpart 1. (Statewide Order No. 29-B) Chapter 1 (General 

Provisions) and Subpart 15 (Statewide Order No. 45-I-A) Chapter 35 (Gas/Oil Ratios, Allowables 

and Venting of Natural Gas) to prohibit venting and flaring of natural gas except as authorized in 

Subpart 15 because its member companies are subject this environmental regulation. LMOGA 

requests that the following comments be included in the administrative record for this rulemaking: 

 

Comments 

• Comment 1 – Expansion of Section §3507. A.  
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Proposed subsection §3507.A provides, "The venting natural gas from any well operating 

in Louisiana is strictly prohibited, except in cases where the permitted flaring detailed in 

§3507.B is neither economical nor safe." LMOGA comments that the scope of §3507.A 

seems limited and should be broadened to encompass routine flaring and the scenarios 

provided as exceptions in §3509. Accordingly, LMOGA suggests revising §3507.A to 

state: "The venting of natural gas from any well producing in the state of Louisiana is 

hereby expressly prohibited except in those instances where flaring as specified in §3507.B 

is not an economical or safe alternative or those instances which are included as exceptions 

under §3509." 

• Comment 2 – Clarification of Section §3507.D.  

Proposed subsection §3507.D provides, "Any permissible flares must be placed a sufficient 

distance from wells, storage tanks, and any other significant structures or objects so that 

the flare does not create a safety hazard." LMOGA is concerned that using undefined terms 

will create confusion.   There are no "permissible" flaring instances in the rule – it prohibits 

all such actions unless exempted. LMOGA suggests amending subsection §3507.D to 

State: "Any permissible flares allowed under this Subpart must be placed a sufficient 

distance from wells, storage tanks, and any other significant structures or objects so that 

the flare does not create a safety hazard." 

• Comment 3 – Clarification of Section §3507.E.  

Proposed subsection §3507.A provides, "Any permissible venting or flaring shall be 

reported, including measured or estimated volumes of each, on the monthly OGP and R5D. 

LMOGA is concerned that using undefined terms will create confusion.   There are no 

"permissible" flaring instances in the rule – it prohibits all such actions unless exempted. 

LMOGA suggests amending subsection §3507.E to State: Any permissible venting or 

flaring allowed under this Subpart, except in those instances which are included as 

exceptions under §3509, shall be reported, including measured or estimated volumes of 

each, on the monthly OGP and R5D." 
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• Comment 4 – Expansion of Section §3509.A.3  

Proposed subsection §3509.A.3 provides, "These rules and regulations shall govern the 

production of oil and gas or both in Louisiana, except venting or flaring during drilling, 

completion, and hydraulic fracturing operations." The scope of §3509.A.3 seems limited 

and should be broadened to encompass routine flaring and the scenarios provided as 

exceptions in §3509.A.3. LMOGA suggests amending subsection §3509.A.3 to state: 

"These rules and regulations shall govern the production of oil and gas or both in the state 

of Louisiana, except venting or flaring during drilling, completion, and hydraulic fracturing 

operations, during maintenance activities such as liquid unloading, during workover or 

intervention operations, delineation or wildcat wells, sour oil wells with associated gas far 

down the decline curve, and declined oil wells with associated gas where uneconomic to 

install a gas line."  

• Section 3511.A (Violations), we request the following changes: 

Proposed subsection §3509.A.3 provides, "However any venting or flaring which 

contradicts the spirit or intent of this Statewide Order shall be a [v]iolation […]." LMOGA 

comments that this wording is overly vague and could be interpreted too broadly. LMOGA 

suggests amending subsection §3509.A.3 as follows: "However any venting or flaring 

which contradicts the spirit or intent of this Statewide Order shall be a [v]iolation […]." 

 

Conclusion 

LMOGA firmly believes that energy production and environmental preservation can coexist 

harmoniously. Louisiana holds significant potential to contribute to reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions while continuing to produce lower-carbon energy for years to come. Our industry 

provides affordable, reliable, and cleaner energy solutions that simultaneously bolster Louisiana's 

economy. LMOGA's members are committed to developing solutions to address the climate 

challenge, and we look forward to collaborating with the State toward achieving its climate-related 

goals. LMOGA appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments and looks forward to the 



 

 
 
 

Page 4 of 4 
 

Classification: DCL-Internal 

Agency's completion of the rulemaking process. Should the Louisiana Department of Natural 

Resources require additional supporting information relative to these comments or have any 

questions concerning this submittal, don't hesitate to contact Damien Watt at 225-387-3205 or by 

email at Damien.Watt@lmoga.com.  

 
Sincerely,  

 
Tommy Faucheux 
President, Louisiana Mid-Continent Oil and Gas Association  

mailto:Damien.Watt@lmoga.com


  Mike Moncla, President 
 

August 21, 2023 
 
Carrie Wiebelt 
Jonathan Rice 
Louisiana Office of Conservation 
617 North Third Street, 9th Floor 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802   
 

RE: Comments to NOI on Venting & Flaring 

Carrie & Jonathan, 
 
As per our recent conversation regarding the Notice of Intent of the state’s implementation of the 
Environmental Defense Fund’s (EDF) recommendations on Venting and Flaring (V&F), below are 
LOGA’s comments. While it seems many of our concerns introduced by the Potpourri back in April 
have been considered and agreed to by Conservation, the following concerns remain from various 
members. Most comments are concerning broadness, ambiguity, and definition. We would 
appreciate your consideration of these important bullet points. 
 

 In some instances, for maintenance work, equipment will have to be blown down and isolated. 
So, if spelling out venting as a result of maintenance activities for producing wells is exempt, 
that would remove any ambiguity.   

 

 It would be beneficial to see venting for liquids unloading specifically excluded from this rule 
(perhaps in 3501). The interpretation of the order, as described in 3511, is that its intention is 
to minimize waste. That is a rather subjective topic. Having that specific exclusion would close 
that gap on a common practice to keep wells producing when they have fallen below critical 
velocity, have had corrosion batch treatments, etc. 

 

 The new proposal addresses wells with GORs in excess of 2,000:1. It doesn’t seem clear that 
wells with GORs of less than 2,000:1 will still be allowed to flare without a lot of additional 
burden and time to prove things beyond today’s requirements. If we’re adapting to a new 
mindset that makes it difficult to flare, it should be made clear that there is NO change in how 
wells with GORs of less than 2000 are handled. 

 

 The applicability is too broad in scope. As proposed, it is possible to interpret gas vented 
during maintenance activities would be subject to the proposed requirements of no venting, 
request to flare, and reporting. Liquid unloading is another example. Swabbing operations are 
used to vent gas to tanks in order to try to lift water off of the gas wells. This is a very common 
practice that pumpers in the field do when necessary, it’s not something that is or can be 
scheduled.   

 



 A pipeline issue could shut operators in as water builds up and there is not enough gas to buck 
line pressure to get to sales. Water has to be blown off of the top and then the wells will 
produce normally. When this is done, there is gas that is sent to the water tank and 
vented. Again, this is not something that can be scheduled but happens.    

 

 Avoiding unnecessary flaring as well as bottlenecks in the approval processes would be 
beneficial to limiting the scope. We suggest the applicability be limited to primary gas, along 
with a definition of primary gas. 

 

 If there are specific activities associated with primary gas production that are allowed to be 
vented or flared, these should be outlined in the rule text, i.e. wildcat wells, delineation wells, 
stripper wells, and declined oil wells where it’s uneconomic to install a gas line.  

 

 A.3 iii. IV. Other alternative beneficial use that does not result in venting or flaring could be 
very problematic. Not only is this a condition to obtaining a drilling permit, it is also a 
continuing requirement for a producing well pursuant to 3507. B. Because other alternative 
beneficial use is not defined, it could force an operator to make capital investments in 
activities completely unrelated to oil and gas. This type of ambiguous language allows 
environmental groups to sue regulators for lack of enforcement. The first thing that came to 
mind as another beneficial use was bitcoin mining… no thanks. LOGA suggests that A.3 iii. IV be 
struck or deleted altogether.   

 

 With regards to stripper wells we propose the following suggestions that would help clarify the 
current form of the NOI. We propose adding language to the “Application to Drill.” Language 
could be added to A.4, that stripper wells are exempt from A.3. The operator can state the well 
is expected to be a stripper well on the form, then the permit can be granted. We also propose 
that “Exceptions and Hearing” should be changed to “Exceptions, Exemptions, and Hearing.” 
Lastly, item A.2 could be changed to read “recognized stripper areas and stripper wells 
certified by the Louisiana Department of Revenue are exempt.  

 
LOGA recognizes the concerns attempting to be addressed in the proposed regulation and hopes that 
the final rule will be one that operators can comply with and regulators can enforce. We thank all of 
you at Conservation for understanding the strife and hardships that some of this would cause to 
Louisiana’s oil and gas industry and hope you will consider our recommendations.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mike Moncla 
President, Louisiana Oil & Gas Association 



Ms. Carrie Wiebelt 
Office of Conservation 
Engineering Administrative Division 
P. 0. Box 94275 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9275 

Dear Ms. Wiebelt: 

August 18, 2023 

Re: Public Comments 
Venting and Flaring of Natural Gas 

I am submitting this public comment in response to the Notice of Intent on "Venting and 
Flaring of Natural Gas". I sincerely appreciate your efforts on providing specific information 
related to the subject issue. My company, Ryea Energy Partners LLC, is the owner and operator 
of stripper oil wells located in Concordia, LaSalle, and Winn Parishes, LA. We produce 
approximately 300 barrels of oil per day and employ 24 people. 

Comment #1: We propose to add language to "Application to Drill" that would be specific to 
stripper wells. Language could be added as A.4 that stripper wells are exempt from A.3 . The 
operator can state on the application that the well is expected to be a stripper well . The permit 
can then be granted. 

Comment #2: We propose that "Exceptions and Hearing" should be changed to read 
"Exceptions, Exemptions, and Hearings". Item A.2 could be changed to read "recognized 
stripper areas and stripper wells certified by the Louisiana Department of Revenue are exempt". 

Thank you for considering my comments. 

L. Bates 
Founder / President / CEO 
Ryea Energy Partmers LLC 

185 Highway 156 Winnfield, LA 71483 Phone: (318) 648-9595 Fax: (318) 648-9596 











































































































































































































































































































 August 21, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Eric Cartier, 70802 



 August 21, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Marta Badon, 70460 



 August 21, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Irene Montero, 70734 



 August 21, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Sherrie LaBove, 70663 



 August 21, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Garry Van Amburg, 70062 



 August 20, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Carolyn Burns, 70433 



 August 20, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Susan Levin, 70002 



 August 20, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Jamison Aycock, 70360 



 August 20, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Coco Dupuy, 70131 



 August 20, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Kenneth Darden, 71303 



 August 20, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Sarah Lognion, 70630 



 August 20, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Karen Ardoin, 70503 



 August 20, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Gerard Goar, 70001 



 August 20, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Alexistori Gonzalez, 70037 



 August 20, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Lynette Bech, 70438-2602 



 August 20, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Peggy Armstrong, 70433 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Mark Barrios, 70755-3520 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Karen Babin, 70001-5127 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Christie Ruppel, 70460 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Jon Drago, 70815 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Emily Lain, 70503 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Samantha Hanks, 70810 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Jim Michie, 70808 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Gregory Fisk, 70435 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Cli�on Labbe, 70503 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Teyrianne Payne, 70092 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Bonnie Kearney, 70115 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Joseph Vincent, 70058 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 John Hill, 78213 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Kenneth LaBry, 70508 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Chad Leming, 70114 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Sandy Rhein, 70003-2550 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Lorraine J, 70119-6251 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Terron Harrison, 70058 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Carol Leake, 70118 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Andrew Jackson, 71103 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Durriya Sarkar, 70808 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Husain Sarkar, 70808 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Jim Green, 70065 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Dave Saze, 70820 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Pierre Champagne, 70124 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 MC Bernard, 70115 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Linda Majdoch, 70118 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Arthur Walter, 71135 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Charlene Cronin, 70506 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Ramona Rogers, 70601 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Linda Van Aman, 70032 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Louella Green, 70058 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Dhaval Patel, 70094 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Lire Stein-Donaldson, 70047 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Sara Smith, 70058 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Pam Freshney, 70775 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 David Harlan, 70130 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Steve Groze, 70592 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Sherry Byers, 70820 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Lynn O'Shea, 70119 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Keyon Jeff, 70360 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Mary Todd, 70806 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Ryan Hanson, 70115 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Anne Harris, 70005 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Franklin I. Hughes, 70005 



 August 19, 2023 

 To The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 

 We need to slash methane waste in all forms to protect our natural resources, the health of 
 our air and our climateʼs future.  Thatʼs why we are counting on the Louisiana Department of 
 Natural Resources to swi�ly finalize its proposed venting and flaring rule as an important step 
 in addressing methane waste in Louisiana.  

 In 2019, fossil fuel producers in Louisiana wasted 5.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas worth 
 nearly $16 million through venting and flaring alone. Thatʼs enough natural gas to fuel all the 
 households in Baton Rouge for over a year and a half. Oil and gas operators also avoid paying 
 taxes and royalties on wasted gas, so federal and state governments, as well as private 
 landowners, lose revenue when gas is vented and flared. And itʼs not just hurting our 
 pocketbooks, itʼs also hurting our health and our climate.  

 Louisiana is already on the front lines of the climate crisis. Methane, a major component of 
 natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. By adopting 
 rules to cut methane waste and pollution, we will also increase revenue, reduce smog and 
 toxic air pollution, and help safeguard our climate. This rule will also drive economic growth 
 and job creation in the methane mitigation industry which provides well-paying jobs that are 
 based in our hometowns.  

 LDNRʼs proposal represents significant improvements to its current rules, which only address 
 the venting of natural gas with several, overly broad exemptions.  Although some provisions 
 of the proposal need clarity and it could do more to comprehensively prevent waste from 
 Louisianaʼs oil wells, we support its provisions to: 

 ●  Require Gas Management Planning at New Wells.  There are many economical and 
 cost-effective methods to avoid venting and flaring of natural gas at oil wells. 
 Operators of new wells are in an especially good position to avoid methane waste 
 since they are in control of when and where to drill new wells. 

 ●  Prohibit Routine Flaring at Certain Wells. LDNR proposes to prohibit routine flaring at 
 wells with gas to oil ratios greater than 2000 standard cubic feet to one barrel of oil and 
 at all horizontal wells. Because it is applicable only to some wells, this proposal does 
 not go as far as leading oil and gas producers and states have gone. However, it is a 
 step in the right direction and will reduce methane waste in Louisiana, in particular 
 from horizontal wells which are regulated for the first time.   

 ●  Narrow the Existing Economic Hardship Exception.  LDNR proposes changes to its 
 existing economic hardship exception to require an operator consider the economic 
 feasibility of alternative uses of gas to routing to sales and provide additional 
 information to justify its request.  Although we believe this exception is unnecessary 
 because of the cost-effective alternatives to methane waste and LDNRʼs retention of its 



 existing stripper well exemption, we support LDNRʼs proposed amendments to narrow 
 the applicability of the exception.   

 ●  Require Reporting of Vented and Flared Gas. We support additional reporting of 
 vented and flared gas volumes. 

 ●  Remove the Exemption for Horizontal Wells.  LDNRʼs current rule exempts horizontally 
 drilled wells from the existing prohibition on venting. We support LDNRʼs removal of 
 this exemption. 

 For these reasons, we support the increased protections to cut methane waste and pollution 
 in this proposal and also urge LDNR to take additional action in future rulemakings to further 
 reduce methane waste in Louisiana. 

 Thank you for working to prevent the waste of our natural resources and ensure a cleaner and 
 healthier Louisiana. We urge you to quickly finalize these rules. 

 Sincerely, 

 Cynthia Morse, 70118 
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